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a struggle which raged for twenty-two days and twenty-
two nights 'August 23rd-September is'th, 1921^ the
Greeks were repulsed, and the decisive battle of the war
was won.
The Turkish army was still hardly in a position to take
the offensive. The next year was spent strengthening the
armed forces, increasing the hold of the Ankara regime
on the loyalty of the people and the hold of Kemal on
the Ankara regime. His path was not altogether smooth.
To the right were groups of religious fanatics as well as
moderate conservatives, who supported him against the
Allies, but would probably have broken with him at
once could they have foreseen the full sweep of the re-
forms which were taking clearer and clearer shape in his
mind. To the left were a few extremists associated in a
loose Communist group. They were without much sup-
port from Russia, for the ground had been cut from
under them by KemaFs agreement with the Bolshe-
vists, and they had no support at all in the country. To
consolidate the centre, Kemal grouped his own fol-
lowers into a Defence of Rights Group, which was the
nucleus of the later Republican People's Party.
During this period of waiting the Allies drifted farther
and farther apart, the Greeks grew demoralized both by
inaction at the front and by the eclipse of Venizelos at
home. At last, in August 1922, Kemal judged that the
time had come to strike. Between August 26th, when
Aiyonkarahisar was captured, and September 9th, the
Greeks were utterly routed and driven into the sea.
Smyrna was hardly occupied when Kemal, determining
to finish with the whole question of Allied occupation
while the military impetus of the Greek victory still
held, despatched a column of troops to Gallipoli, where
an Allied garrison occupied Chanak. The French and
Italian contingents immediately withdrew. The British
forces were outnumbered, and the possibility of hostilities
which would have been violently unpopular in Britain